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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To speedily retrieve a similar image by 
considering the arrangement of the featured value of an image. 
SOLUTION: An image featured value extracting part 14 and a 
featured value label matrix making part 1 5 divide image data into 
plural blocks, give a label according to a featured value obtained 
concerning each block, arranges the given label in a prescribed 
block order to generate a label matrix and extracts a partial label 
matrix from the generated label matrix. An image managing DB 18 
stores the generated label matrix by coordinating with 
corresponding image data and a label matrix index 19 is provided 
with a data constitution, capable of retrieving image data with the 
partial label matrix as a key. When retrieval is instructed, the partial 
label matrix is extracted from image data of a retrieving source for 
selecting an image by the use of the index 19, and for an obtained 
image, similar-image retrieval is executed by a pattern matching 
part 16. 
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